Creating a culture of authenticity – avoiding the curse of the Pharisee

Scripture Luke 18:9-14 

Luke 11:42-46

Identifying the problem

Read the above scripture Luke 18 9-14. 

· What are the key character traits that sum the Pharisee up?

· What are the key traits of the tax collector?

· In what ways can we be tempted to look down on others either in or outside the church?

(Leaders note if group is struggling: areas might include absence of obvious sin, biblical knowledge, truth, wealth, level of commitment , social ability,  the list is endless)

Why does an attitude of superiority have such a destructive effect on everyone (including the one feeling superior).

The Pharisee thought he was acceptable to God because 

a) He avoided certain sins 

b) He obeyed certain guidelines or commandments 

In what way is it possible for us to fall into a similar trap?

What are the sins Pharisees can tend to highlight and the ones they tend to ignore?

What are the religious practices we think can justify us today?

‘The longer we are Christians, the more likely we are to develop Pharisaical traits’

Do you agree? Why or why not? 

Read Luke 11:42-47

· ‘Have you ever been tempted to do something ‘Christian’ that impressed those around you? What was it?

· Although the Christian lives by grace, the law does still seem to play a role in his life. What do you think it is?

· Why is hypocrisy such a difficult thing to spot in one self? 

Honest to God ( the solution )

When was the last time you allowed Scripture to read you? What did God say?

Does the Holy Spirit speak to us in everyday situations? What sort of things is he trying to tell you?

Do you have a friend in the church ( or outside ) that you can share with and be accountable to? Is this important? What should be the key aspects of friendship of this type ? One author suggests the problem with traditional discipleship is it involves accountability, forgiveness for failure and a redoubling of effort not to fail again ( tending to legalism ). How do we avoid this cycle?

How much sharing is possible within your small group/cell. What are the advantages and the pitfalls? 
Notices
Alpha course started this week with about 110 signed up for it. Please pray that we see real fruit from it. And it’s not too late if you know of anyone who would benefit from attending its still not too late to get them signed up.

Please also pray for the youth – a good number are doing Alpha with Geoff and Angela, Andy and Kathryn and Dub. In addition, there is a Youth Cell for the younger ones who are meeting with Dave and Ruth

If you would like to have Bible reading notes delivered to you at Church, please contact Becky Stevens. She gets Bible notes through Canaan Book Shop and the church benefits from it too.
